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English Language 
 

Learning Area: English   HOLA: Ms C Cox   Subject Coordinator: Ms A Penfold 

 

 
This course will hone your reading and writing 

skills so that you develop the techniques you 

need to read, understand and analyse a wide 

range of different texts and write clearly and 

effectively.  You will also improve your 

spoken language skills by presenting and 

responding verbally to questions throughout 

the course.  This course will support your 

success in other subjects and your future 

career. 

 

Progression Routes 

English Language GCSE is required for 

entrance to many colleges and 

universities.  It is also a desirable and 

often compulsory qualification for a range 

of different areas of employment. 

Additionally, English Language GCSE 

complements GCSE English Literature 

superbly and a good grade in this subject 

can make the transition to English 

Literature A Level far more successful. 

 

 
Assessment Details 

 
Exam Board:  AQA, 8700  Structure of Course: 100% exam (x 2 

exams for English Language will be sat) 
 
Units:             Paper 1: Explorations in creative  Paper Options: Every student taking  
       Reading and writing (50%).  the course will sit the same exam  
 Paper 2: Writersô viewpoints and  papers. The qualification will be graded  
 Perspectives (50%).   on a nine-point scale: 9 to 1 ï where 9 
 Non-Examination Assessment is the best grade. 



 

English Literature 

 
Learning Area: English   HOLA: Ms C Cox   Subject Coordinator: Ms A Penfold 

 
 
 

The study of poems, plays and novels provides 

us all with a window into the attitudes and 

concerns of people from different countries and 

from different times.  You will study a wide range 

of texts to challenge and inspire you.  Texts that 

will be studied include Shakespeareôs Macbeth, 

Robert Louis Stevensonôs 19th century novel, 

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, as 

well as a modern prose or drama text and an 

anthology of poetry. 

 

 

 

Progression Routes 

The skills acquired at English Literature GCSE level, 

particularly the study of Shakespeare and pre- and post-

twentieth century prose, poetry and drama, are ideally 

suited to the study of English Literature A Level. 

Any student that score highly at English Literature and 

English Language GCSE would be well equipped for this 

particular academic route. 

   

  
 Assessment Details 
 
Exam Board:  AQA, 8702   Structure of Course: 100% exam (x 2 exams 
   for English Literature will be sat) 
 
Units:              Paper 1: Shakespeare  Paper Options: Every student taking the 
                        and the 19th century   course will sit the same exam papers.  The  
                        novel (40%).   qualification will be graded on a nine-point 
                        Paper 2:  Modern texts  scale: 9 to 1 ï where 9 is the best grade. 
                        and poetry (60%). 

 



 

Maths 
Learning Area: Maths   HOLA: Mrs H Pitt   Subject Coordinator: Dr T Quilter 

 

Mathematics provides a way of viewing and making 
sense of the world.  It is used to analyse and 
communicate information and ideas and to tackle a 
range of practical tasks and real-life problems. 
 
Mathematics is one of the core National Curriculum 
subjects, so every student studies the subject for 
GCSE.  The GCSE (9-1) curriculum has divided the 
subject into five content domains: Number; Algebra; 
Ratio, proportion and rates of change; geometry 
and measures; Probability; and Statistics. 
 
 

 

Progression Routes 

Students who study Maths at GCSE and achieve an 

acceptable grade will have the opportunity to continue 

their study to AS and A2 Level. 

Many courses and professions insists that applicants 

have a grade 4 or higher to qualify.  The skills of logical 

reasoning, numeracy and communicating information 

are essential in almost all careers. 

 

 

 

Assessment Details 

    Exam Board:  Edexcel    Structure of Course:  100% examination 
 
 Units:              One non-calculator,   Paper Options:  Students may take the Higher 
                         Two calculator exams.  (grades 9 ï 4) or Foundation (grades 5 ï 1)  
                         All exams are equally  papers. 
                         weighted at 80 marks  
                         each and are 1 hour and 
                         30 minutes in length. 
                          



 

Biology 

Learning Area: Science   HOLA: Miss L Lewis   Subject Coordinator: Mr Haskell 

 

Biology helps us to understand and appreciate the 

beauty and wonder of all living things.  By studying the 

AQA GCSE students obtain one grade in Biology (9-

1) and develop an understanding of an exciting range 

of topics from cells to populations.  The course is 

rigorous, challenging and exciting as Biology is a 

subject in which new discoveries are made daily.  The 

study of Biology develops skills in literacy, numeracy, 

analysis and critical thinking, which are all essential for 

any university course or profession. 

 

Progression Routes 

The course provides a strong basis for 

progression onto A Level Biology.  The 

course is highly recommended to students 

wishing to pursue a career in Medicine, 

Biological Sciences, Teaching, Veterinary 

Medicine and Nursing as well as Law, 

Business, Finance and a whole host of 

other vocations.   

 

 
 
 

Assessment Details 
 

 Exam Board:  AQA   Structure of Course:  100% examination 
  

 Units:  Topic 1: Cell Biology   Paper Options:  All students complete two  
             Topic 2: Organisation   papers which will allow them to achieve one  
             Topic 3:  Infection and response grade 9 ï 1. 
             Topic 4: Bioenergetics 
                Topic 5: Homeostasis and response 
             Topic 6: Inheritance, variation and evolution 
             Topic 7: Ecology 
                 



 

Chemistry 
Learning Area: Science   HOLA: Miss L Lewis   Subject Coordinator: Ms S Badri 

 

Diamond and coal are both made from carbon, yet their 

worth, reactivity and structure are totally different.  

Chemistry is a fascinating and challenging subject that 

attempts to explain the world using our understanding of 

atomic structure and how atoms interact with each other.  

The academic challenges within the course make 

Chemistry a highly respected qualification by schools, 

employer and universities.  The Edexcel GCSE allows 

students to obtain one grade in Chemistry (9 ï 1).  If you 

like practical work, have a good grasp of Maths, enjoy 

thinking about abstract ideas and want to understand 

the world, then you will love this course. 

  

Progression Routes 

The AQA GCSE in Chemistry will directly 

support progression onto Chemistry and 

Biology A Level.  This course would be 

ideal for students wanting to enter careers 

in Science, Teaching, Medicine, Dentistry, 

Pharmacy, Veterinary Science.  It is an 

extremely valuable course when applying 

to many other professions as it 

demonstrates academic rigour, problem 

solving skills and abstract thought. 

 

 

Assessment Details 
 

Exam Board: AQA  Structure of Course:  100% examination 
 

Units:  Topic 1: Overarching concepts Paper Options: All students complete two  
            Topic 2: Chemistry papers which will allow them to achieve one 
              Topic 3: Quantitative Chemistry grade 9 - 1 
              Topic 4: Qualitative Analysis 
              Topic 5: Organic Chemistry 
              Topic 6: Physical Chemistry 
              Topic 7: Inorganic Chemistry 
              Topic 8: Industrial Chemistry 
              Topic 9: Earth and atmospheric 
              Topic 10: Using resources 



 

Physics 

Learning Area: Science   HOLA: Miss L Lewis   Subject Coordinator: Mr T Baylis 

Physics is the most fundamental of all the 

sciences.  Students studying physics learn how 

to appreciate and understand the complexity of 

the universe from the subatomic to the 

supernova.  The AQA GCSE allows students to 

obtain one grade in Physics (9 ï 1) and is 

designed to allow students to learn about the 

unifying patterns and themes of physics.  If you 

like practical work, have an excellent grasp of 

Maths and enjoy thinking about the properties 

of matter and energy then this course is for you. 

 

 

 

 

Progression Routes 

The course provides a basis for 

progression onto A Level Physics. 

The course is highly recommended to 

students wishing to pursue a career in 

Physics, Engineering, Medicine, 

Architecture, other Sciences, as well as 

Law, Business and Finance and of course 

Teaching. 

 

  

 

Assessment Details 

 Exam Board: AQA    Structure of Course: 100% examination  

  Units: Energy, Electricity, Particle Model Paper Options: All students complete two 
            Of Matter, Atomic Structure, Forces, papers which will allow them to achieve one 
            Waves, Magnetism and     grade 9 ï 1. 
            Electromagnetism and Space. 
              

 
  



 

 

Animal Care 
 

Learning Area: Science   HOLA: Miss L Lewis   Subject Coordinator: Miss K Smith 
 
The Level1/Level 2 First Award in Animal 
Care is designed to give an introductory 
overview to some of the key principles, 
knowledge, understanding and skills 
relevant to the animal care sector. 

Learners will study animal health, which is 
externally assessed via a written paper-
based exam, as this knowledge and 
understanding is essential when caring for 
animals.  Learners will also develop their 
safe animal handling skills, which is vital in 
order to effectively care for animals. 

   

Progression Routes 

The BTEC First suite in Animal Care provides the 

knowledge, skills and understanding for Level 2 

learners to progress to other Level 2 vocational 

qualifications for the land-based sector.  Learners 

may also progress to Level 3 vocational 

qualifications, such as BTEC nationals, specifically 

the Pearson BTEC Level 3 National in Animal 

Management and related academic qualifications. 

 

 

 

 

Assessment Details 
 

Exam Board:  Edexcel   Structure of Course:  25% exam,  
   75% controlled assessment coursework. 
 
Units: Animal Health   Paper Options: Student complete a 1 hour 
           Animal Handling   paper on animal handling graded at Level 1 
           Animal Welfare   Pass, Level 2 Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 
           Animal Housing and    Distinction or Level 2 Distinction* 
           accommodation 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjcuPDT1cHQAhVBnxQKHQSOAP4QjRwIBw&url=http://writtle.ac.uk/FE-Animal-Care&bvm=bv.139782543,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHzJOxYSMQOBwPpeRHXwQFAcsSZkQ&ust=1480086376773386
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj2uMTK1MHQAhWEVRQKHSPGD_UQjRwIBw&url=http://micro-scientific.com/veterinary-animal-care/&psig=AFQjCNHEngCfLfA5jTDuGZam0310R8Ypyg&ust=1480086032372678


 

Health and Social Care 
Learning Area: Science   HOLA: Miss L Lewis   Subject Coordinator: Miss K Smith 

 
 

Health, social care and early yearsô practitioners need 
to understand the different ways people grow and 
develop during their lives, as well as having a passion 
for working with people in health care environments. 
This course allows you to develop a range of skills and 
knowledge based around these professions such as 
excellent communication such as excellent 
communication skills, knowledge of human growth 
and development and an understanding of the 
services provided in health and social care settings. 
If you are interested in entering the caring professions 
in the future, this course will enable you to develop a 
range of personal and professional skills and 
techniques that will help you to achieve that goal. 
 

 

Progressions Routes 

The skills acquired studying BTEC enable 

progression on vocational qualifications at Level 3, 

such as BTEC Level 3 nationals in Health and 

Social Care or A-Level Health and Social Care. 

These routes then allow progression onto many 

Health and Social Care based professions such 

as Nursing, Midwifery, Social Work, Health Care, 

Nursery Nursing, Dental Nursing and Paramedic 

work. 

 

 

Assessment Details 

 Exam Board: Edexcel    Structure of Course: 25% exam, 75% 
       controlled assessment coursework. 
  
 Units: Human Lifespan Development  Paper Options: All students will take the Level 
            Health and Social Care Values  2 qualification graded at Level 1 Pass, Level 2 
             Social Influences on Health and  Pass, Level 2 Merit, Level 2 Distinction, Level 2 
            Wellbeing     Distinction* 
            The Impact of Nutrition on Health 
            and Wellbeing 



 

History 

Learning Area: Humanities   HOLA: Miss V Bretherton 
   Subject Coordinator: Miss O Lester 

 
The main aim of History GCSE is to get students to think 
about how the world around them has come to be.  The days 
when History was just about dates and terms has long 
passed.  History now encourages students to develop a 
wide range of transferable skills.  History is an extremely 
well respected subject, forming young minds into analytical, 
critical thinkers with excellent powers of reasoning. 
Students study a thematic Study of Crime and Punishment 
over 1000 years (20%), and also an Historical Environment 
Study into crime and policing in Whitechapel (10%).  
Students will also study a Period examining Superpower 
relations and the Cold War (20%), and a British Depth Study 
on Elizabethan England (20%).  They will also study a 
Modern Depth Study focusing upon Weimar and Nazi 
Germany (30%).  All papers will be sat in the summer of 
Year 11. 
 

 

Progression Routes 

The study of History acts as an excellent basis for any student 

wanting to pursue careers in areas such as Journalism, Law, 

Education, Research, Archaeology, Politics, Business, Economics 

and many more.  History GCSE will also give students an excellent 

gateway into the study of Higher Education topics such as 

Philosophy, Archaeology, History of Ideas and Classical 

Civilisation. 

 

 

 Assessment Details 
 Exam Board: Edexcel   Structure of Course: 100% examination 
 

 Units: 5 Units, over 3 exam papers  Paper Option: All students complete three 
 Paper 1: 30% - Crime and Punishment C1000 - papers which will allow them to achieve one 
 present, with historical environmental study of grade 9 ï 1. 
 Whitechapel 1870 ï1900 crime, policing and the  
 Inner city. 
 Paper 2: 40% - Super Power Relations and the Cold 
 War, 1941 ï 91, and Early Elizabethan England 1558 ï 
 1588. 
 Paper 3: 30% - Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918 ï 1945 



 

Geography 

Learning Area: Humanities   HOLA: Ms V Bretherton 
   Subject Coordinator: Mr A Morton 

 
 

Geography helps you to make sense of the 
world around you.  It is contemporary, 
interesting and challenging.  It covers a mix of 
issues such as global development, natural 
hazards, conflict and climate change.  The 
GCSE will give you a broad range of useful 
transferable skills as well as letting you get to 
grips with some of the big issues that are 
affecting our world today and in the future.  
There are compulsory fieldtrips as part of the 
course and students should expect to spend 
some of their learning time outdoors.  
 

Progression Routes 
 
Geography will help you develop the following skills: 
Global Literacy: virtual travel in almost every lesson! 
Spatial Awareness: map making, map reading and GIS. 
Analytical Skills: hypothesis testing and data analysis. 
Numeracy and Literacy: preparing reports, presenting to the 
rest of the class and analysing figures. 
Problem Solving: posing questions, investigating answers 
and complex decision making. 
Environmental Awareness: understanding global warming 
and active citizenship. 

This wide skill base can prepare for virtually any A Level, particularly Humanities and Science 
subject.  Geography is a broad-based academic degree which is well respected by employers.  
Geography graduates have one of the highest rates of graduate employment: geographers enter 
a very wide range of career areas including development, climate research or travel and tourism. 
   

 
Assessment Details 

 
 Exam Board:  AQA       Structure of Course: 100% exam 
       Compulsory fieldwork will be assessed 
       across all exam papers. 
  
 Units:  Challenges in the human environment. Paper Options: All students complete 
             Living with the physical environment.  Papers which will allow them to achieve 
             Geographical applications.   one grade 9 ï 1. 
 
 



 

Psychology 

Learning Area: Humanities   HOLA: Miss V Bretherton 
   Subject Coordinator: Mr J Mcauley 

 
Psychology is the scientific study of the human mind, brain and behaviour.  As 
this discipline is centered on people, students will be able to apply what they 
learn in class to the everyday world ï and do so for the rest of their lives.  The 
content of the course is split into ten sections: 
Unit 1: 
1) Cognitive Psychology (learning, memory and eye witness testimony) 
2) Personality (development of personality) 
3) Non-verbal communication (body language) 
4) Prejudice and discrimination (pro-social behaviour and anti-social behaviour) 
5) Research Methods (methods of investigation, methods of control and ethical considerations) 
Unit 2: 
1) Learning (operant and classical conditioning) 
2) Social influence (obedience and conformity) 
3) Aggression (explanations of and ways to reduce aggression) 
4) Sex and gender (the development of gender identity) 
5) Research methods (interviews, questionnaires, correlations and statistical analysis) 

 

 
Progression Routes 
 
Psychology is traditionally a very academic and 
versatile subject.  It is useful for anyone who will 
be dealing with people, particularly those wishing 
to follow a career in Medicine, Social Work, Sports 
Psychology, Law and Business.  It has clear 
overlaps with Biology and Sociology.  It offers a 
sound base for progression to A Level 
Psychology, one of the most popular A Levels 
taken, which can then be followed by numerous 
options, one of which would be a Psychology 
degree. 
 

 

Assessment Details 
  

 Exam Board: AQA    Structure of Course: 100% examination 
  

 Units: Making sense of other people  Paper Options: All students sit the higher 
       Understanding other people  paper which allows them to achieve 9 to 1 
        levels. 
        This course is subject to change due to  
        Specification changes. 
 

Please note, proposed changes for the GCSE reform will impact on Year 8 students and this will change the 
assessment details and some course content.  The changes will also include the new grading system 

 from 9 to 1. 



 

Sociology 

Learning Area: Humanities   HOLA: Miss V Bretherton 
   Subject Coordinator: Mr J Mcauley 

 
Sociology is all about human social behaviour.  It 
looks at how society works and how the various 
parts of society relate to each other.  Core features 
of the course include the different views sociologists 
have about the subject, the disagreements 
surrounding the nature of society and the various 
ways in which researchers learn about the social 
world. 
 
Studying Sociology will offer you insights into social 
and cultural issues.  It helps you develop a multi-
dimensional perspective of, and critical approach to, 
issues surrounding culture, identity, religion, crime, 
childhood and social power. 

 
 

Progression Routes 

GCSE Sociology course will provide a firm platform 

on which to approach A Level Sociology.  Sociology 

is a well-respected qualification that links well with 

other subject disciplines.  Sociology is a useful 

qualification in a number of careers like: Law, Police 

work, Media, Journalism, Nursing, Social work, 

Probation services, Research and the Civil Service.  

It also provides valuable knowledge and transferable 

skills that would be useful in the world of Business 

and Commerce. 

 

Assessment Details 

 Exam Board: AQA    Structure of Course: 100% examination 
  
 Units:  The Social families and education Paper Options: All students sit the higher 
        The Sociology of Crime and  paper, which allows them to gain 9 to 1 levels. 
     Deviance and Social Stratification. 
 

Please note, proposed changes for the GCSE reform will impact on Year 8 students and this will change 
the assessment details and some course content.  The changes will also include the new grading system 
from 9 to 1. 



 

Religious Studies 

Learning Area: Humanities   HOLA: Miss V Bretherton 
   Subject Coordinator: Ms B Otubushin 

 
This course requires pupils to have an enquiring 
mind, be a critical thinker whilst maintaining a 
reflective approach to the study of religion.  In 
addition to these skills the course supports the 
development of pupilôs spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development within school.  It gives 
them a space to reflect on and develop their own 
values, opinions and attitudes in light of their 
learning.  It gives them an opportunity to build 
on their understanding of different cultures 
locally, nationally and in the wider world, and 
contribute to community cohesion. 
 

Progress Routes 

The skills acquired at RS GCSE level are an 

excellent foundation for Philosophy and Ethics, 

Government and Politics, Sociology or 

Psychology at A Level.  Any student that 

achieves an A or higher at GCSE would be well 

equipped for this particular academic route. 

Many employers (especially the police, armed 

forces, caring professions, journalism, law and 

business) regard GCSE Religious Studies as a 

good qualification.  It shows you are aware of 

other peopleôs beliefs and the nature of the 

society you live in. 

 

Assessment Details 

 Exam Board: Edexcel Structure of Course:  100% exam 

 Units:  Christian Beliefs Paper Options: Students will complete two exam 
             Islamic Beliefs papers (50 minutes each) and the full range of grades 
             Crime and Punishment and from Level 9 ï 1 will be available for all students  
             Christian Beliefs entered for the exam 
             Marriage and the Family  
             and Muslim Beliefs 
  



 

Religious Studies (Full Course) 

Learning Area: Humanities   HOLA: Miss V Bretherton 
   Subject Coordinator: Ms B Otubushin 

 
 
The course gives students the opportunities to 
discuss and debate contemporary moral issues 
such as abortion, euthanasia, life after death 
including a study of arguments surrounding 
paranormal phenomena, animal rights, including 
animal experimentation and the use of animals for 
food, including the application of ethical theories 
such as utilitarianism to these issues.  Students will 
be required to reflect on and develop their own 
opinions and attitudes in light of their learning.  They 
will have the opportunity to develop their 
philosophical thinking around some of the most 
puzzling questions such as does God exist and can 
peoples account of miracles, visions and other 
forms of religious experience be sufficient proof for the existence of God and learn about atheist and 
Humanist arguments óevidenceô for the existence of God.  Pupils will have to demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding in order to analyse questions related to these religious beliefs, values and their 
commitments. 

 
    Progression Routes 

The skills acquired at RS GCSE level are an 
excellent foundation for Philosophy and 
Ethics, Government and Politics, Sociology or 
Psychology at A Level.  Any student that 
achieves a B or higher at GCSE would be 
well equipped for this particular academic 
route. 
Many employers (especially the police, armed 
forces, caring professions, journalism, law 
and business) regard GCSE Religious 
Studies as a good qualification.  It shows you 
are aware of other peopleôs beliefs and the 
nature of the society you live in. 

 

Assessment Details 

 

 Exam Board: Edexcel  Structure of Course: 100% examination 

 

 Units: Area of Study 1: Religion & Ethics (Islam) Paper Options: students will complete two  
 Beliefs, Marriage and the Family, Living the  examined papers (1hr 45min each and the full 
 Religious Life, Matters of Life and Death.  Range of grades from Level 9 ï 1 will be  
 Area of Study 2: Religion, Peace and Conflict  available for all students entered for the exam.   1  
 Belief in God, Crime and Punishment, Living     
 The Religious Life, Peace and Conflict.   
 Area of Study 3: Religion, Philosophy and Social 
 Justice, Beliefs, Philosophy of Religion,  
            Living the Religious Life, Equality. 
 


